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The Collaborations Workshop 
follows a simple plan: take a 
bunch of creative minds, put them 
in a room together then stir them 
up with some interesting topics. 
The first meeting in 2009 went 
well - with a number of positive 
outcomes followed up after the 
event - so we hoped that the 2010 
event would follow the same 
track. The workshop was held in 
Edinburgh, which takes advan-
tage of the e -Science Institute, 
and also benefits from perfect 

Caledonian hospitality.  

Experience from last yearôs work-
shop meant that we had a good idea 
of our goals for this year: introduce 
attendees to other budding collabo-
rators, inform them about opportuni-
ties and generally fire up their enthu-
siasm for collaborative work. 

Over forty research pioneers and 
"proto-PIs" attended the workshop. 
They came from around the UK  and 
beyond, and represented  disciplines 
from climate change mitigation to 
computational legal theory. Atten-

dees took part in detailed discus-
sions about a wide range of subjects 
that were held during a series of 
parallel  breakout sessions. 

One of the key ideas behind the Col-
laborations Workshop is the ongoing 
review process that takes place after 
each set of breakout sessions. The 
participants get together to review 
their discussions and vote on what 
themes to tackle next. This process 
weeds out any topics that have run 
their course, provides time for the 
more interesting topics and allows 
new themes to be added to the mix. 

The success of this process, and the 
richness of the themes explored, is 
exemplified by the articles and com-
ments in this report. We already 
know that the ideas and relation-
ships have started to evolve into 
interesting collaborative projects that 
will emerge over the coming months. 
We are confident that the Collabora-
tions Workshop will run again next 
year under the auspices of the new 
Software Sustainability Institute. 
Keep an eye on their website to find 
out when and where we will meet in 
2011. 

The Collaborations Workshop 2010 
was sponsored by the UK National 
Grid Service. OMII-UK is funded by 
the EPSRC.  
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By Steve Brewer, OMII -UK. 
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The knowledge and contacts  
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